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 The Art of Gathering 

In our life together this program year, we’re considering what it 

means to gather as the Body of Christ in the world today. We’ll 

reflect on the purpose, guest list, rituals, host, connections and 

commitments of our gatherings. If Gathering is an art, then we’ll 

look at the ways we can be bold in our invitations, hospitality, 

outreach, and reconciliation. There is a place for you with us! 

Five Years of Northridge Serves on October 25 

Register today for our 5th annual day of 

worship and service with Northridge Serves! 

On Sunday, October 25, we’ll worship at 

10:00 in the sanctuary, gather for lunch at 

11:00, and then serve in small groups with 

our mission partners. Children are welcome 

to serve alongside their parents/caregivers. 

Commitment Sunday October 25 

Next Sunday, during 10:00 worship in the sanctuary, we’ll offer 

our pledge cards for 2027 as part of our commitment to the 

mission and ministry of Northridge. You can also pledge online! 

You Are Not Anonymous Here!  

God knows you by name and we want to, as well. We encourage 

you to wear your nametag, found on the kiosk in the narthex, or 

fill out a temporary nametag at the welcome table behind the 

sanctuary. If you need a new nametag, please contact us at 

office@northridgepc.org.  

Kids Belong in Worship Too 

We believe children are an integral part of our community and 

that they belong in worship with us. For children through 1st 

grade, the Prayground is open at the front of the sanctuary. For 

children, 2nd grade and older, worship bags with interactive 

children’s bulletins and materials to stay engaged during 

worship are behind the sanctuary. The nursery is also open and 

staffed with caregivers until worship ends for our youngest kids. 

Worship Livestream 

Our worship service extends beyond the walls of the Sanctuary 

in the form of video recording and livestreaming. Your presence 

with us today signifies consent to the possibility that your image 

may be included as part of our media broadcast. You can revisit 

the livestream of this service on our YouTube channel by visiting 

www.youtube.com/NorthridgePresbyterian. You can also view or 

listen to archived sermons via YouTube or Spotify. 

 



NORTHRIDGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

 an invitation to rise in body or spirit 

Chiming the Hour 

 

Introit Interlude No. 2 Henry Thomas Smart 

 

Welcome 

 

 Call to Worship 

The earth has its kings, but God is ruler of all. 

Praise God above all, the giver of life! 

The mountains may tremble, the oceans may roar, 

but God's presence is more powerful than the earth itself. 

We are in God's presence, for God is among us now. 

O God, show us your glory; we seek your ways. 

 
 Gathering Hymn #450  Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

 

Prayer of Confession 

God of Steadfast Love, 

you call us to love you with our whole heart,  

but we confess our love for the charms of our secular world:  

our homes, our jobs, our cars, our cell phones. 

You call us to love you with our whole soul,  

but we confess our love for bright and shiny things 

that distract us from you. 

You call us to love you with our whole mind,  

but we confess our love for advancement, power, and control. 

Forgive us when we fail to love you. 

Forgive us when we forget we belong wholly to you. 

(silent confession) 

Merciful God, 

forgive our weakness. 

Open us to receive your love  

that we might love you and our neighbors with all that we are. 

Strengthen us by your presence  

and empower us to work for justice and mercy, love and peace. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 



 Passing the Peace 

 The peace of Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

 Gloria Patri  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, amen. 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

Time with Tiny Theologians   

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Scriptures  1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 N.T. p.203 

 Matthew 22:15–22 N.T. p.24 

 This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon All Things, Everywhere,  

and Through All Times 

Dr. Diana Butler Bass 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 Affirmation of Faith adapted from Theological Declaration of Barmen (1934) 

Jesus Christ, as revealed to us in Holy Scripture,  

is the one Word of God whom we are called  

to hear, trust, and obey in life and in death. 

We reject the false teaching  

that the church should recognize any events, powers, figures, or truths— 

apart from this one Word of God— 

as sources of God’s revelation and of the church’s proclamation. 

Just as Jesus Christ assures us of the forgiveness of all our sins, 

he also lays God’s powerful claim upon every part of our lives.  

We believe there are no areas of our lives which do not belong to Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 Affirmation Response Now Is the Time to Speak BROTHERHOOD 

Now is the time to speak; 

echoing Jesus’ bold critique; 

challenging those who scorn the meek. 

Now is the perfect time. 

Now is the moment. 



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

The Time Is Now: Call to Commitment 
To make an offering via text, send NPC6920 to 73256 and follow the link to the giving page. 

Please enter the desired fund where your gift will be recorded. 

To make a gift toward your pledge or the general operating budget, choose “Stewardship 2026.” 

 

Offertory The Heavens Are Telling Franz Joseph Haydn 
The heavens are telling the glory of God, the wonder of his work displays the firmament. 

Today that is coming speaks it the day, the night that is gone to following night. 

The heavens are telling the glory of God, the wonder of his work displays the firmament. 

In all the lands resounds the word, never unperceived, ever understood. 

The heavens are telling the glory of God, the wonder of his work displays the firmament. 

 

 Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

One holy God, whom we adore. Amen. 

SENDING 

 Sending Hymn #543 God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me GREEN TYLER 

 

 Charge and Benediction 

Go out into God’s world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 

return to no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; 

support the weak; help the suffering; honor all persons; 

love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 Choral Benediction A Gaelic Blessing John Rutter 
Deep peace of the running wave to you, deep peace of the flowing air to you, 

deep peace of the quiet earth to you, deep peace of the shining stars to you, 

deep peace of the gentle night to you, moon and stars pour their healing light on you, 

deep peace of Christ, of Christ the light of the world to you, deep peace of Christ to you. 

 

Closing Voluntary Toccata alla celtica Hans-André Smart 
 

 

 

tel:1-844-958-4345


Leading Worship Today                                                         

Rev. Rebecca Chancellor Sicks, Pastor 

Dr. Diana Butler Bass, Guest Preacher 

CRE Bert Colter, Pastoral Associate for Care 

Leah Lucas Egure, Director of Faith Formation 

Lee Jones, Lay Reader 

Jennifer Bridges, Call to Commitment 

Dr. Bryan Scott Page, Director of Music 

Maria Markevitch, Organist 

Eleanor Bissell, Elijah Gallman, and Stephen Swart, Vocal Trio 

Lake Highlands United Methodist Church Choir: Tanya Allen, Director of Traditional Music Ministry 

Northridge Chancel Choir 

Laird Johnson, Livestream Operator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



SERVICE MUSIC 

 

 Gloria Patri 

 

 

 

 

 

 Affirmation Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Doxology 

 
  



 



THE CHURCH DIRECTORY 

(214) 827-5521 office@northridgepc.org 

 

Pastor 

Acting Head of Staff 

 

Pastoral Associate for Care 

Rev. Rebecca Chancellor Sicks CRE Bert Colter 

rebeccas@northridgepc.org bertc@northridgepc.org 

  

Director of Music Ministries Director of Faith Formation 

Dr. Bryan Scott Page Leah Lucas Egure 

bryanp@northridgepc.org leahl@northridgepc.org 

  

Organist Director of Operations 

Maria Markevitch Suzanne Dunn Haynes 

mariam@northridgepc.org suzanneh@northridgepc.org 

  

Director of Camp Northridge 

Megan Bret  

campnorthridge@gmail.com 

Soundboard Operator 

Thomas Britton, III  

  

Treasurer 

Cindy George 

treasurer@northridgepc.org 

Facilities Coordinator 

Ignacio Rodriguez  

 

 

The Session 
Moderator 

Rev. Rebecca Sicks 

Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. Roger Quillin 

 

Clerk 

Bill Swart 

 

Class of 2027 

*Mike Buchanan—Human Resources 

*Bessie Fox—Faith Formation 

*Jordan Meyer—Mission 

*Monty Watson—Administration 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Class of 2028 

*Laurie Bret—NCDC Board 

*Laura Coomber—Engagement & 

Connection 

*Jim Marshall—Property 

*Barbara Rader—Worship 
 

Class of 2029 

Jennifer Bridges—Human Resources 

Ben Jackson—Administration 

Melinda Nelson—Faith Formation 

Stephanie Peck—Mission 

 

*committee chair/moderator 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Deacons 
Class of 2027 

Sherri Alexander 

Kathleen Arthur 

Ruth Johnson 

Aileen Pendleton 

*Rebecca Rooney 
 

Class of 2028 

Jacob Blair 

*Debbie Ezell 

Abby Munn 

Sara Wahl 

John Young 
 

Staff Support 

CRE Bert Colter 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join us! 

We believe the church is a gift everyone deserves to enjoy: a community 

of people committed to doing life together—enduring heartaches, 

celebrating joys, and pursuing a more just world as we follow the path Jesus 

set out for us. If you think Northridge may be the community for you, please 

reach out to Rev. Rebecca Sicks at rebeccas@northridgepc.org.  

 

New Here? 

 

 


