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 Living the Charge 

We’re now Living the Charge in our life together over the next year 

and reflecting on how we embody the words we recite at the end 

of worship every week. During the season of Advent, we’re 

considering what it means to live In the Meantime while we Wait, 

Watch, Pray and Prepare for the birth of Jesus. 

Countdown to Christmas November 30 

Join us for our second annual Countdown to Christmas event 

today, 4:00-5:30 p.m. Bring your friends and neighbors to the 

east lawn and porch as we gather to begin preparing for 

Christmas with cookie decorating, Advent wreath making, crafts, 

a popcorn bar, hot cocoa, and a movie. In case of inclement 

weather, we’ll move inside to Quillin Hall and room 135. 

Adult Christmas Party December 5 

All adults are invited to the home of Betsey and Ken Slack on 

Friday at 6:30 p.m. to celebrate the season! Bring an appetizer to 

share and a beverage of your choice.  

Women’s Advent Service December 9 

All women are invited to this service of worship with the Rev. 

Katie Cummings as our guest preacher. Refreshments will follow. 

You Are Not Anonymous Here! 

God knows you by name and we want to, as well. We encourage 

you to wear your nametag, found on the kiosk in the narthex, or 

fill out a temporary nametag at the welcome table behind the 

sanctuary. If you need a new nametag, please contact us at 

office@northridgepc.org.  

Kids Belong in Worship Too 

We believe children are an integral part of our community and 

they belong in worship with us. Worship bags with interactive 

children’s bulletins and materials to help children stay engaged 

during worship are in the narthex at the back of the sanctuary. 

For children younger than 1st grade, the nursery is open and 

staffed with caregivers until worship ends.  

Worship Livestream 

Our worship service extends beyond the walls of the Sanctuary 

in the form of video recording and livestreaming. Your presence 

with us today signifies consent to the possibility that your image 

may be included as part of our media broadcast. You can revisit 

the livestream of this service on our YouTube channel by visiting 

www.youtube.com/NorthridgePresbyterian. You can also view or 

listen to archived sermons via YouTube or Spotify. 

 



NORTHRIDGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

 an invitation to rise in body or spirit 

Chiming the Hour 

 

Introit Fantasy on NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND Bryan Page 

 

Welcome   

 

Lighting of the Advent Candles              Advent Song ADVENT CANDLE SONG 

Light the Advent candle, one: Now the waiting has begun; 

we have started on our way, time to think of Christmas day. 

Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; 

candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

 

 As we light this candle, we proclaim together: 

 Come, Light of God, and awaken our hope. 

 

 Gathering Hymn #83 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus STUTTGART 

 

Prayer of Confession  

God of our longing, 

we confess that waiting does not come easily to us. 

We rush, we grasp, we demand answers before their time. 

We forget that you are patient with us 

and present in every unfolding moment. 

 (silent confession) 

Forgive our restless hearts. 

Teach us to trust the slow work of your grace. 

Come to us again, O God, 

and kindle hope where fear has taken root. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

 Passing the Peace 

 The peace of Christ be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 

 

 



 Congregational Response  VENI EMMANUEL 

To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, 

praise, honor, might, and glory be from age to age eternally. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel has come to you, O Israel. 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

Time with Tiny Theologians 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Scripture Isaiah 64:1–9 O.T. p.694 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon In the Meantime . . . Wait Rev. Betsy Swetenburg 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 Affirmation of Faith  

We believe in God, 

who creates paths where none seem possible, 

who waits with us, watches over us, 

and prepares our hearts to receive grace. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, 

the Word who became flesh, 

the light the darkness cannot overcome, 

the One for whom we wait 

and through whom the world is made new. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

who stirs our prayers, 

awakens our wonder, 

and kindles hope in every weary season. 

We believe that Christ will come again, 

not because we are ready, 

but because God is faithful. 

In this promise we stand— 

watching, preparing, praying, 

and waiting with expectation. 

Amen. 

 

 Affirmation Response While We Are Waiting, Come  Glory to God, #92, v.1 

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

   



Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Give 
To make an offering via text, send NPC6920 to 73256 and follow the link to the giving page. 

Please enter the desired fund where your gift will be recorded. 

To make a gift toward your pledge or the general operating budget, choose “Stewardship 2025.” 

 

Offertory Long God’s Faithful People Waited K. Lee Scott 
Long God’s faithful people waited, searching for the proper time; yearning for the Lord’s appearance; watching ever for a sign. 

Through the mists of time they saw him, with the Holy Spirit’s aid; told the glory of his coming; he, who earth and heaven made. 

Prophets told his kingly station, spoke his honor, sang his praise; seers revealed his death and suff’ring, pow’rs and princedoms to amaze. 

Praise the Father, praise the Spirit: God of future years and past; praise to him who came from heaven when the time had come at last. 

 

 Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

One holy God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

 Prayer of Dedication 

SENDING 

 Sending Hymn #102 Savior of the Nations, Come NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND 

 

 Charge and Benediction 

Go out into God’s world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 

return to no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the weak; 

help the suffering; honor all persons; love and serve the Lord, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Closing Voluntary Trio super: Nun komm’ der Heiden Heiland, BWV 660 J. S. Bach 
 

Leading Worship Today 

Rev. Betsy Swetenburg, Pastor 

Bert Colter, Pastoral Associate for Care 

Leah Lucas Egure, Family Ministries Coordinator 

Tory Chauza, Bessie Fox, and Kandyce Waddill, Lay Readers 

Dr. Bryan Scott Page, Director of Music Ministries 

Maria Markevitch, Organist 

One & Done Choir 

Rebecca Jones, Soundboard Operator 

tel:1-844-958-4345


SERVICE MUSIC 

Candle Lighting Hymn 

 
 Congregational Response 

 

 Affirmation Response 

 

 Doxology 

 





 



THE CHURCH DIRECTORY 

(214) 827-5521 office@northridgepc.org 

 

Pastor Parish Associate for Community  

Rev. Betsy Lyles Swetenburg Rev. Rebecca Chancellor Sicks  

betsys@northridgepc.org rebeccas@northridgepc.org  

   

Director of Music Ministries Pastoral Associate for Care  

Dr. Bryan Scott Page Bert Colter  

bryanp@northridgepc.org bertc@northridgepc.org  

   

Organist Family Ministries Coordinator  

Maria Markevitch Leah Lucas Egure  

mariam@northridgepc.org leahl@northridgepc.org  

   

Director of Operations 

Suzanne Dunn Haynes 

suzanneh@northridgepc.org 

Director of Camp Northridge 

Megan Bret 

campnorthridge@gmail.com 

 

   

Treasurer  Director of Northridge Child Development Center  

Cindy George   Heather Kolodziej  

treasurer@northridgepc.org ncdcoffice@northridgepc.org  

 

 

The Session 
Moderator 

Rev. Betsy Swetenburg 

Pastor Emeritus 

Rev. Dr. Roger Quillin 

Clerk 

Bill Swart 
 

Class of 2026 

*Jack Munn—Property 

*Colleen Taylor—Engagement & 

Connection 

*Pete Wahl—Worship 

*Sarah Nicholson—NCDC Board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class of 2027 

*Mike Buchanan—Human Resources 

*Monty Watson—Administration 

*Bessie Fox—Faith Formation 

*Jordan Meyer—Mission 
 

Class of 2028 

Laurie Bret—NCDC Board 

Laura Coomber—Engagement & 

Connection 

Jim Marshall—Property 

Barbara Rader—Worship 

 

*committee chair/moderator 

 

 

 

 

Board of Deacons 
Class of 2026 

Doug Bissell 

Lucinda Cummins 

*Allison Mickey 

Melinda Nelson 

Dennis Rodriguez 

Kensington Ezell 
 

Class of 2027 

Sherri Alexander 

Kathleen Arthur 

Ruth Johnson 

Aileen Pendleton 

*Rebecca Rooney 
 

Staff Support 

Rev. Rebecca Sicks 

 

 

 

 Join Us! 

We believe the church is a gift everyone deserves to enjoy: a community 

of people committed to doing life together—enduring heartaches, 

celebrating joys, and pursuing a more just world as we follow the path Jesus 

set out for us. If you think Northridge may be the community for you, please 

reach out to Rev. Betsy Swetenburg at betsys@northridgepc.org.  

New Here? 


